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What is a
wetland?

& World Wetlands Day

2 February (annually),
a United Nations International Day
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By Jeanie Clark,
Wimmera CMA River Detectives Facilitator
(CC) enpviroed4all®, Jeame Clark, Warracknabeal 2022.

i env1roed4all
T,




Aims of this R.D.’s ‘Wetlands’ PD.

The basic aims of this PD are to raise awareness of :

. what a wetland is

. the many different types of wetlands, especially those within personal experience
the annual World Wetlands Day (2 February)

This powerpoint provides information on:
e A way tointroduce the concept of wetlands

e A waytodraw on and then share what has been passively observed e. g over a wet ;
January \

Thinking about the plants and creatures living i ‘-jchese' water places
e how they use these water places R |
 what action might be needed to look after them
The Australian government definition of ‘wetlands’ &
World Wetlands Day 2022, its theme « Action for people aj§ .
and how that might be applied in wetlands of their experi;

The activities in this PD may be useful for teachers to also use with classes as a preliminary to participation in River
Detectives 2022, e.qg. in discussions of

. site selection,
. rationale for monitoring
. and actions that may later be felt to be worth doing at such a site. AV/ DA

What is a wetland? WWD2022 p2.
Photo © J. Clark Warracknabeal 2022

Community '
Partnership
Program

“

Wimmera CMA



‘What is a wetland?” Concept activity

Draw or write about a personal experience of a
wetland over this January - There’s been a lot of
rain over January!- including:

* the type of environment in which it was located
* the plants and creatures living in this water place

* the uses the plants and creatures made of it

e any action humans should take to look after this
water place

= :mt:"'l“-frjw Yarriambiack Creek as a wetland,
: J — © J.Clark, 2005, enviroed4all®

. : t’/
What is a wetland? WWD2022 p3. river .. Q-
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A wetland is an area of land where water covers the soil - even for only part of the year. They can

be natural or artificial. The water in them can be still or flowing, fresh, salty or in-between (brackish).
Wetlands are found in all kinds of places - along the coast, in the mountains, in dry inland areas, even
underground. Many of them are connected by rivers. Some of the most common types of wetlands
from different parts of Australia are described below.

‘S Source: Aust Govt 2018 Dof SEWP&C « Wetlands and World Wetlands Day » at www.environment.gov. au/wetlands
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Marine and coastal wetlands linkéd to the seas W|th
beaches, lagoons, and reefs and estuaries.

Inland rivers and thelr ftoodp" ;‘ms blllabongs

» 7 e oL -;Estuarles (tidal river mouths) with mudflats,
For a detalled list ofthe wetlands see: Directory of 3 _' angrove forests and salmarshes

Important Wetlands in Australia— DAWE or W .

https://www.awe.gov.au/water/wetlands/australian- & c etland? WWD2022 p4
wetlands-database/directory-important-wetlands j a&cJNarracknabe?rzon
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World Wetlands Day 2022

World
Wetlands Day

2 February 2022
Wetlands Action for People and Nature

LOVE

Source: UN2022, WWD at Home — WorldWetlandsDay or https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/

The evolution of this picture is shown as a 15 second video on Youtube at

Les zones Humides: Valoriser - Gérer - Restaurer - Aimer — YouTube or https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-3a gYKils
It has no spoken words so an activity would be to observe and then create the

commentary to go with it.
The writing is in French — but the translation of all the writing is above

Q-

What is a wetland? WWD2022. p5 )
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Some ‘wetlands’ activities from the web

WETLANDS

Oral/aural literacy — share your | Activities with an art/ maths

==

wetland experiences and ideas with Llinaan [~ (symmetry) theme —i.e. origami -

others, or discuss the WWD 2022

infographic ( to the right) at
https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/documents/906051/
917531/WWD22 Infographic_english.jpg/cdb195e6-
3538-4d6¢-901d-c60296ae49b1?t=1638256791807

Choice of three animals ready to

print: frog, turtle and pelican at
Discovering wetlands in Australia— DAWE

Have a go first- can be tricky!

If you have enough time, have a look through the
the ‘ teaching unit’ with its six topics (below) for

your interests. It’s the first resource at
https://www.awe.gov.au/water/wetlands/publications/discoverin

g-wetlands-australia Which is « Discovering Wetlands
in Australia- A primary classroom resource »:

= | Sort groups of photos,
drawings, descriptions
into the types,s ‘
of wetlands g

e.g. right,

lake —inland._ 1 what is a wetland?

wERI SR — ]
[ .H- " “ 2 Water and wetlands
= @ Discuss which elements

of the WWD2002 picture (above) arein | |3 Types of wetlands

local wetlands, while colouring it. Line 4 Wetlands and forests
master is at Materials — WorldWetlandsDay or 5 Indigenous values and perspectives of wetlands

https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/material# or direct from 6 What is a Ramsar site?
https://www.worldwetlandsday.org/documents/906051/917

531/WWD2022 Color in English.ipg/84d3ed5b-71c0-19¢b=+ id 5 wetland? WWD2022 06, r.‘ver ;\;L.-_-\"; L, ‘v
80ae-c82e34855c65?t=1638256691135 photo € J. Clark Warracknabeal 2022 TECTI POgEm i mera CMA




River Detectives, T1 2022.

Wetland PD evaluatio
On-line and in-your-time

r|ver vent E,_n.-:_.;ﬂma‘ri:on T Professional Development

Wimmera ChA

i ?
What is a ‘wetland’? and World Wetlands Day, 2 February What IS a Wetland -
T1 2022RD online PD - date completed: .............. World Wetlands Dav, 2 Feb

Thetopic of this online PD comesfrom a discussion today with a school about it’s patential as an
introduction to exploring water places, through River Detectives, espe cially followin g this ‘wet’ January.

It hasthusbeen created in one day and, if you use it —at any time in the future- your feedback would be A DOCX copy Of thlS form has been
most appreciated as this is an annual day and it might becomes a useful introduction every year. . .
attached to the email for you to use if you

Pleasetake time ta fill in this suryey and return it to me. Your PD attendance certificatewill then be sent to

vl Your comments are confidentid but are important to RLYs/C A for planning future events. deClde to do thIS PD Whenever you

1 Befnleltuhoi:;laining, vrhat \-fsaosr::ul level of k;:a\:lof]d::tlz:‘f the tnpit?GoDd A Choose to do th |S PD, please com plete the

2. How much has this trainin g improved your knowledge of this topic? evaluatlon form and email It baCk to me (OI’
Mot 3t all Shightly Moder atehy Reasonably Consideraohy

email me for a new one if needed).

3. Please note any additional aspects to this topic that you would have liked included.

4. After this training, how likely are you to include parts of this topic in your classroom activities? YOUI' feedbaCK On thlS PD |S essentlal
Mot &t all Unlikely Uncertain Likeb Definitely

- Please rielyoulne vhat yo migh oz A PD certificate will be sent to you on my

6. Please describe what limiting factors may prevent you from including the se activities in your classroom? recelpt Of y0ur evaluatlon form.

7. Please assess how suitable this thistraining was for you. i you did not use any par, please indicate Thank you : —‘..i- ;;'F‘E! enVlr0€d4aH ®
this,h uttin alinethmugh it . ,-i b environmental education for everyone
\-’L:Vir: Lowg L= Low M= Medium  H= High \H = Very Hizh Jeanie Clark 4

Part of the trainin | Ouality of infarmation length .
T S B O O enviroed4all@skymesh.com.au
wiorld Wetlands Day (ppt 5) YLl L M| H| %H YLlLl M| HI %H
Linked classroom activities (ppt pg ) | VLI L M| H[ wH YLfLL M| H] %H Ph 53941 1 78 mOb 0428460492

8. Howcouldwe improvetraining like thisy

9. 'What gthertopics or everts [Up to threelwould you be mostinterested inyour locd RD- CMA ( omm init
nmu
delivering for RD teachers and schools? O '
Partnersh ,)

r)'(“( am
Wimmera CMA

Jeanie Clak, Wimmera Ch & River Detectives Faciltatar February 2022




